CLEMENCEAU

But from this moment the Second Empire was in serious
danger, and any far-seeing statesman would have set to work
immediately to bring the French army up to the highest
possible point of efficiency and prepare the way for alliances
that might help the Empire, should help be needed in tl\e
near future. Neither Louis Napoleon nor his councillors and
generals, however, understood what the overthrow of Austria
meant for France. They turned a deaf oar then and afterwards
to the warnings of their ablest agents abroad, and thus drifted
into the crisis which four years later found them without
an ally and overwhelmed them.